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efforts to stop the spread of Catholicism/ and the
General Assembly of the Kirk issued warnings
against the practice. The Protestants in Ayrshire
and elsewhere, alarmed at the open celebration
of mass, declared that punishment would be
visited on the priests, and it seemed that, although
Protestantism was losing ground, a more ruthless
drive against the papists would be instituted by
the fanatical section of the population.
Mary, recognising Knox's authority over the
Reformers, decided to ask him to restrain the
persecutors. For that purpose she summoned him
to Lochleven, where she was in residence, and
for two hours, according to his report, she begged
his co-operation. Knox replied that the Pro-
testants were acting against those who celebrated
mass ; that mass was contrary to the law ; and
that if she herself carried out the law, there would
be no need for the attacks upon the priests. Was
it his view, she enquired, that the people should
take over the duty that belonged to the State.
" The sword of justice is God's," said Knox, and
went on to elaborate the point that, if the ruler
would not use the sword, the people were within
their rights in doing so. Subjects, he explained,
were bound to obey the queen, but she was no
less bound to carry out the established laws.
" You crave of them service : they crave of you
protection and defence against wicked doers.3'
The queen could stand no more of this kind of